
in 
Papua New Guinea but the industry 
is male dominated and for women 
working in the sector there are 
many challenges. SA COUNTRY 
WOMAN interviewed Matilda 
Rondy Hamago, who has worked 

years, about the challenges and 
issues facing women in PNG today. 

old and comes from Wewak Town in 

with an Honours Degree in Agribusiness 

followed by a Masters of Philosophy in 

years and is now a Senior
Socio Economist. 

In late 2022 she took on the role of 

had been dominated by men for 

be appointed in this role she broke 
through one of the many glass ceilings 

faces many more challenges in this 
industry on a daily basis.

and challenges faced by female 

They include: the lack of funding and 
management support to carry out 

males; cultural barriers; and access 

that the male agricultural extension 

extension work on behalf of female 
farmers. This makes it extremely 

stated that, 

and occurs because men prefer women 

than in leadership roles. This is a cause 

said, 

entrenched in PNG and extremely 
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and experiences as men, they are 
less likely to be promoted or are not 

There are many issues facing women 

of the main problems facing women 
is that they don’t own land, therefore 

are generally considered to be the 
head of the household and thus will 
always take the lead in any decision 

“For 

what women in PNG need in terms 
of assistance or aid from local and/or 

farming systems, and thus they also 

would like to see women farmers 

sewing and cookery.

assistance in securing some small 

machines. The resources would be 
kept for communal use in the women’s 
community resource centre.

The aim of economic empowerment 

to complement any training that 

to support the agricultural sector, such 
as access to loans, and there is some 

through the Women’s Micro-Bank
in PNG. 

growing sector. Not disheartened by 

currently planning a socio-economic 

the use of green solar energy with 

consider supporting PNG


