
Principle 4: Coffee farmers are a diverse group 
There are major social, economic and demographic differences between farmers and farm families 
which affect their mo�va�on and capacity to produce and market coffee.  The more important 
dimensions of these differences include: 

• remote and accessible loca�ons 

• younger and older farmers 

• male and female farmers 

• educated and poorly educated farmers 

• households with someone in formal sector employment and those without  

• households with dependents and those without (including ill and incapacitated family 
members) 

Their extension needs are very different as are their incen�ves to produce coffee. For example, the 
modules also have ‘farmer notes’ in Melanesian Pidgin, the lingua franca of PNG, which are 
beneficial for farmers with minimal formal educa�on. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

Remote farmers carry parchment coffee uphill from a deep 
gorge. 

Smallholders close to markets have 
the op�on to sell fresh coffee 

cherry (Credit: Susan May Inu). 


